
Nurtury Learning Lab

Building

Total site area: 30,300 square feet
Building footprint: 14,980 square feet
Total Building area: 22,300 square feet

Size

Location

The Nurtury Learning Lab is built in Bromley-Heath Public Housing Development, bordering Jamaica Plain and 
Roxbury, on land leased to Nurtury for $1 per year by the Boston Housing Authority. It replaces an abandoned bulding 
that formerly housed Martha Eliot health center.

Design and Construction

Building was designed by studioMLA Architects and 
constructed by CWC Builders.

Construction type: Wood frame, light steel

Sustainable highlights: 

- Targeting LEED Gold Certification
- Highly efficient & healthy “Displacement Ventilation” System
- Efficient, comfortable in-floor radiant heating
- Operable classroom windows
- Energy saving Occupancy Sensors for lighting
- Water conserving plumbing fixtures & sensored faucets 
- Rain Water Harvesting rain barrels 
- Recycled and Renewable flooring and ceilings throughout

Rooms

Classrooms and meeting space:

- 7 Infant Toddler classrooms
- 3 Preschool classroom
- Afterschool classrooms: 
 o  STEM Workshop & Deck o Art Studio
 o  Media Tech Room  o Greenhouse
 o  Discovery Room
- Multi-purpose Room for community events, trainings and 
   indoor fitness
- Professional Development: 
 o  Training Center for professional workshops for up to 25
 o  Conference Room for 10 
- Corner Café and Kitchen to teach how to prepare nutrition meals
- Family Resource Room

First floor

Second floor



Nurtury Learning Lab

Outdoor Play Areas

The Learning Lab’s outdoor play areas are full of grass, vegetation, gardens, and a greenhouse where children can see 
the connection between earth, sun, plants and foods they eat. The outdoor space is divided into three main areas: the 
Preschool Fitness Park, Orchard Playground, and Natural Play Area. The combined outdoor play areas represent 
the largest green space in the Bromley-Heath housing development.

Preschool Fitness Park
The Preschool Fitness Park, sponsored by New Balance Foundation, is for 
preschool and afterschool children ages 3.5 to 9 years. The Park will feature 
a 4,940 square-foot playground center; a 200 ft. track for running, trikes, and 
scooters; a wall and rocks for climbing; an obstacle course; a play hill and 
embankment slide; and a music corner and stage.

Complemented by curriculum, these elements will help children understand 
their own development of competencies in balance, locomotion, eye-hand 
coordination, and problem solving, as well as verbal and creative expression. 
The Preschool Fitness Park will be used daily by 112 children who attend 
preschool and afterschool, and will be open on the weekends for 200 
children from the neighborhood.

Orchard Playground

The Orchard Playground focuses on both physical 
activity and literacy for infant and toddler-aged 
children. The area will improve opportunities for 
physical activity including, running, riding a tri-cycle, 
and using other wheeled equipment by young 
children. The Orchard Playground includes a 200 
foot trike track and fruit-bearing trees donated by 
the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and 
Recreation. 

Inside the Orchard Playground is a Stump Circle, 
sponsored by the Curious George Fund, where 
children come together with their educators and 
learn to read and process stories in an in-depth way 
that applies context and meaning.

Natural Play Area

The Natural Play Area is designed to connect children to the natural environment by providing them with the 
opportunity to engage in nature-based play activities through discovery and exploration. 

Included in this area are a Gardening Deck and Gardening Beds, a Tree House, and natural element features such as 
a water play area, stepping stones, sand play, and climbing rocks. This play area allows children to experiment with 
natural materials and challenges them to develop and strengthen their physical abilities.


